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In 2003, Mayor Daley signed on to a 10-year plan to
end homelessness in Chicago. The premise of the plan
is to transform the homeless service system from one
based on shelter to one based on permanent housing
and prevention of homelessness.

While the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless agrees
with this strategy for assisting homeless individuals
and individuals at risk of homelessness, a review of
the cityds plan and its recent actions to implement
the plan reveals that:

A The city is not actually taking the steps it says it
is taking to achieve its goal

A The plan grossly underestimates the demand for
homeless services in Chicago and the resources
needed to accomplish its goal.

A Thousands of people are likely to end up
abandoned and only a limited number of people
helped in 2012, the year the plan is expected to
be fully implemented.
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This is a good plan on paper, but it is doomed to failure

In May 2006, the city of Chicago completed yearly projections for the plan to
transform homeless services. The plan calls for the elimination of more than
1200 shelter beds by 2012.

Already there has been a reduction of 451 beds since the start of the plan in
2003, a 7% reduction. By 2012, beds in the system will be reduced by 32%.

To its credit, the city plans to create an additional 3,283 units of permanent
supportive housing to replace the decommissioned shelter beds and 605 units
of short-term subsidized housing. However, it is important to note that less than
half of the 1,337 new units of permanent supportive housing that the city claims
to have created to date are new or permanent.

Why the plan wonit work

Only those people who access shelter are considered homeless by the city. There
are many more who do not access the shelter system. In a response to a recent
Freedom of Information Act request by the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless,
the city claims that there is no unmet need in the shelter system.

A In reality, a 2006 survey of shelters in one week in June by the Chicago Coalition
for the Homeless found that 150 people were turned away from shelters and
received no other shelter.

& The same survey found that 22% of shelter residents
surveyed had at some time been turned away from
shelters and received no other shelter. In addition, 0
22% had called the cityds emergency shelter hotline 2 2 /0
and been told there were no beds available. of shelter

A |n addition, in 2005, shelter providers tracked residents
14,746 turnaways from adult emergency shelters, surveyed have
5000 turnaways from domestic violence shelters, been turned away
and 738 turnaways from one homeless youth shelter. from shelters

The City Under Estimates the need for Homeless
Prevention Assistance in the City of Chicago

Emergency Homeless Prevention Assistance
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Services designed to prevent homelessness are also currently over-stretched
and cannot meet current demand

The city reports in the State of the Plan that in 2005, 5,775 households in
Chicago received emergency homeless prevention assistance. Homeless
prevention assistance is legal assistance or emergency cash assistance for
rent, mortgage, or utilities.

While this is a signipcant number, reports from the peld suggest that the
number of people teetering on the edge of homelessness is far greater:

A In 2005, Catholic Charities received 30,000 calls for prevention assistance.

Catholic Charities is only one of more than 50 agencies serving families in
danger of homelessness

A A June 2006 survey of shelter residents found that 32% have been turned
down for prevention assistance because of a lack of prevention funds.
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